What’s Happening at Preschool……….Term 1 Week 2
Welcome to our first newsletter for 2022. We hope that you and your children are enjoying
being part of our Preschool.
It is a busy start to the year getting to know all of our new families as well as welcoming
back some of our families from previous years.
The children are enjoying all aspects of our programme, as well as exploring our beautiful
learning environment, despite the weather extremes.
It has been lovely to have our families being able to enter the Preschool playground to drop
off or pick up the children. Thank you for doing this as smoothly and as promptly as
possible.
Please remember to sanitise your hands before entering the premises, wear a mask at all
times and only one adult should enter our premises per child.
Please help us by keeping your child at home if they are unwell or if they have been
identified as a close contact either at home or at another children’s service.
All Preschool staff are double vaccinated and many have already had their booster. They
are currently undertaking RAT at least twice a week and are committed to keeping
everyone as safe as possible.
We are very fortunate to have large double doors and windows/ louvers on each of our
playrooms and an expansive outdoor learning space. We are spending as much time as
possible with natural ventilation and fresh air!
The health and safety of the children, staff and families is certainly our priority. We will
continue to carefully monitor the situation on a daily basis and make any changes to our
current practice as quickly and as smoothly as possible.
Please let me know if you have any questions and I am looking forward to a wonderful year
ahead with all of our families. Julie
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Staﬀ at Preschool

2 Day Groups Thurs, Fri

Julie Harris - Director
Helen Jackson- Clerical Admin- Tues, Wed, Fri
3 Day Groups Mon,Tues,Wed
Wombat room
Laura Pannaci–Early Childhood Teacher
Sonja Atkinson- Early Childhood Educator
Fran Harrison- Early Childhood Ed. Inclusion
support
Koala room
Michelle Fryar- Early Childhood Teacher
Sue Mackaness- Early Childhood Educator
Liz Calvi- Early Childhood Educator- crib break
relief 10am-2pm

Wombat room
Karen Riches – Early Childhood Teacher
Soon Cho - Early Childhood Educator
Fran Harrison- Early Childhood
Educator, Inclusion support
Corinne Fontana- Early Childhood
Educator- crib break relief 11am-2pm
Koala room
Katey Fulmer-Early Childhood Teacher
Sue Mackaness- Early Childhood
Educator
Marilyn Simmons- Early Childhood Ed.
Inclusion support 9am -3pm
Liz Calvi- Early Childhood Educator- crib
break relief 11am-2pm

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
We would like to invite you all to attend our AGM and hear about how the
Preschool is managed. Please make a note in your diary for Wed 2nd
March at 7.30pm for our AGM. We are hoping that this can be held at the
Preschool, or if not, it will be held via Zoom. (depending on Covid
restrictions).
Our Preschool has been operating as a not for profit organisation, and has
been valuing children, families, and the community, for over 60 years. We
really encourage families to be involved.
As members of the Association it is expected that at least one parent
representative from each family attends, and following the AGM you will
have the opportunity to chat to your child’s teachers and other parents.
Information will be sent out shortly about this important event and you will
be asked to RSVP so that we can record numbers and attendance.

Thank you to those who have already paid the Term 1 invoice. Helen will
send out the Term 2 invoices in late March.
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Covid Safe Plan and Positive Case
Thank you to all of the parents in the 3 day Wombat class for
making alternative arrangements on Tuesday while the thorough
deep cleaning took place.
As part of our Covid Safe Plan, the Preschool is professionally
cleaned each night and the Preschool staff regularly clean throughout the day. This week,
both playrooms were also “fogged” to ensure all surfaces were disinfected.
Please ensure that your child stays at home if they are unwell or waiting on PCR test
results. As we have many children attending multiple children’s services, we are trying hard
to limit exposure and keep any illnesses to a minimum.
It is very important to contact us immediately, if your child tests positive so that we can
contact our families and staff members and ensure that we can remain open.
Many of the Preschool staff are also caring for elderly family members, so prompt and
accurate information is really important to help manage risks.
Thank you

Did You Know……
That the Preschool is rated EXCEEDING across
all areas against the National Quality Standards.
The National Quality Standard (NQS) sets a national
benchmark for the quality of children’s education and care services across Australia.
Services are assessed against the NQS by the state or territory regulatory authority
and receive a rating for each of the seven quality areas of the NQS, as well as an
overall rating.
The Preschool staff are very proud of our rating!!

Parent/ grandparent help needed
Are you keen on woodwork and fixing things? We have some well loved wooden toys that
are in need of repair, such as, new wheels or axles on trucks.These toys are very old but we
are very keen on getting them restored and played with again.
We also have some lovely donated books that need covering in plastic contact.
We also have other small jobs that pop up throughout the year so please let Julie know if
you are able to help.
Thanks in advance!
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Preschool Operational Hours
Please remember that the Preschool’s operating hours are:
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday - 8.30am until 3.15pm
Thursday and Friday are 8.15am until 3.45pm
Term Dates 2022:
Term 1: Mon 31st Jan- Fri 8th April
Term2: Tues 26th April- Fri 1st July
Term 3: Mon 18th July- Fri 23rd Sept
Term 4: Mon 10th Oct- Fri 16th Dec

Safety issues
Just a reminder to all families about safety issues specific to our
Preschool. We are very lucky to be located at the end of such a
quiet street but please always remember to:
•Drive very slowly in the street at all times.
•Hold your child’s hand outside the gate.
•Never let another child out of the gate at any time unless
authorised to do so.
•Please observe the signage and parking restrictions in the street and respect the
residents’ property. We rely heavily on the support of our neighbours, particularly to “keep
an eye out” on weekends and in school holidays, so it is important to maintain a positive
relationship with our local community.
Please consider others and ensure that you park correctly to allow for 3 cars in the first
parking bays nearest to the Preschool.

We have a number of children enrolled at the Preschool
who have serious allergies so please remember that
St Ives Preschool is a Nut free zone
– if you have any questions regarding this please see a staff
member.

Sunscreen
As part of our Sun Safe Policy the children are assisted to
apply sunscreen at least once a day.
The Preschool uses the Cancer Council Kids Sunscreen
SPF 30+. Please advise your child’s teachers if you do not
want our sunscreen applied to your child and would prefer
to supply an alternative.
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Maintenance Roster
The Preschool is very fortunate to have a beautiful outdoor learning area for the children to
play in. With all the trees, there is a lot of leaf litter, so we have a maintenance roster to
keep the playground clean. Please click on the link below, and you will be taken to more
information about the roster, and how you can sign up for it, or pay a levy of $100 to be put
towards the cost of a gardening company doing the maintenance instead.
Please sign up, or indicate to Helen via email, that you would prefer to pay the levy, by
Friday, March 4th.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4EACA729A6F4C61-2022
Our Washing roster has commenced. Twice a year, we ask if you can take home some towels
to wash and return the following week.
Our Craft Clean up roster is on hold at the moment and hopefully will commence in the
future.
If you have any questions please see Helen or Julie. Thanks for your assistance and support.
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Sustainability Corner
Did you know that we are getting a Native Beehive for our playground?
Thanks to a very successful grant from Kuring-gai Council we have some lovely
new Native plants for our playground, plus a Native Beehive that is arriving
next week. We are very excited!!!
We are always looking for ways to to develop more sustainable practices here
at Preschool and for help in looking after our Eco Garden, composting and
worm farm.
Please let us know if you would like to be involved or are able to help in anyway.

Immunisation Records
Please remember to provide us with any updates to your child’s immunisation. Please bring
in their updated Immunisation History statement as soon as any changes are made so that
we can make a copy for our records. It is a legal requirement that we have a copy of your
child’s Immunisation showing that they are up to date.
Thank you.
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Children’s Lunches
Thank you to everyone who is providing their child’s lunch in a compact, clearly named
container.
Providing a piece of fruit and one healthy snack, (if necessary), for morning tea and a
sandwich/ sushi/ salad, fruit and one healthy snack for lunch is all that is necessary.
Providing warm food in a thermos for your child is permitted, however a food storage
waiver form must be signed by a parent before the food can be left at preschool.
Please do not send chips, chocolate, lollies or “Roll up” type snack bars as the
preschool encourages healthy eating.
The children’s lunches are refrigerated at Preschool so DO NOT need to be in insulated
bags.
In line with the Dept of Health, we recommend water for the children to drink. Please do
not send juices, flavoured milk or nutrition drinks.

A Few Reminders
•Please ensure that you wash your child’s hands and face before arriving at Preschool if
they have had peanut butter or other nut products to minimise the risk of transfer of
these allergens. Washing hands before going home is also strongly encouraged.
•Hats with a broad rim, (no caps please), are required for outdoor play at Preschool.
Please ensure your child has his/her hat in their bag each day and that it is clearly labelled
and with any chin strap or toggle removed. As part of our Sunsmart policy children wearing
strappy dresses must wear a T shirt when outside.
•Please apply sunscreen to your child before coming to Preschool each day. The staff will
assist the children to reapply sunscreen each day before going outside to play.
•Please ensure that there are spare clothes in your child’s bag each day.
•Please label ALL your child’s belongings, including shoes and socks!
•Please ensure that your child wears comfortable supportive shoes at Preschool to enable
them to climb and play outdoors safely. Thongs and “crocs” are unsuitable.

Please let us know if you would like anything included in the next newsletter.
Julie, Karen, Sonja, Sue, Laura, Fran, Michelle, Katey, Liz, Soona, Corinne, Marilyn
and Helen
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